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“Clifton is in the wilderness—sometimes 

we forget that,” says Town Manager Alan 

Baker. “This is pioneer country. It just takes 

a few moments to get to places that are still 

completely wild. Right here in town we see 

bighorn sheep, deer, even mountain lions. 

And we have one of the few rivers in 

Arizona that runs year-round. And it‟s just 

incredibly beautiful. Think about it.” 

Baker is thinking a lot these days about 

the San Francisco. He‟s formulating a plan 

for the river as it flows through Clifton—

shady picnic spots, bicycle and foot paths, 

fishing and swimming holes, kayak and 

canoe put-ins and take-outs. He‟s plotting 

the next phase of a project he started this 

year to remove the “salt cedar” that is 

crowding out beneficial trees and plants and 

clogging the riverbed with sediment. He‟s  

researching which native trees that might be 

planted on the banks and in the floodplain as 

“urban forest”—not just to provide cooling 

Clifton Town Manager Alan Baker 
at one of the spots on the Frisco 
where he would like to see an 
“urban forest.” 

shade but to produce income for the town 

through timber or nut harvests. And he‟s 

thinking about the quality of the water and 

what can be done to improve its cleanliness 

and safety. 

“It will take three to five years to get all 

the salt cedar removed, from the RV park 

down to the levee,” Baker says. “Getting that 

all cleared out will have a big impact on the 

condition of the river. In high flows, it will be 

able to scour out the built-up sediments 

better. That‟s important for flood control. The 

native trees will come back—willows, 

cottonwoods, ash and black walnuts that 

shade the banks and the water and improve 

wildlife habitat.” 

 

 

Our Frisco: The River  

and the Future of Clifton 
By Deborah Mendelsohn 
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In addition to day-use recreational spots 

along the banks, Baker would like to see Clifton 

develop a campground above Rosenbaum 

Bridge. 

How does a town go about creating a 

multi-faceted, riverside “urban forest” like the 

one Baker is envisioning? “You start by looking 

at the U.S. Forest Service‟s plan for the Apache-

Sitgreaves National Forest,” he says. “We want 

to be in synch with that. Then you ask: „What do 

we want Clifton to look like twenty years down 

the road, fifty years down the road?‟ It takes a 

tree twenty to sixty years to mature, so right 

away we‟re thinking about future generations. 

It‟s a long-range thing, but we can start enjoying 

it right away too.” 

After his years in the Marine Corps, Baker 

studied forestry, wildlife and other aspects of 

conservation. He‟s glad to be putting that 

training to use for Clifton. “We have a perfect 

opportunity here to manage our forest, 

rangeland, small and large game and other 

resources to benefit the community. Timber 

farming, for instance—it can produce income for 

the town while providing habitat, and great 

recreational zones for people.” 

Because he is also a certified water and 

wastewater operator, Baker is concerned about 

pathogens from careless recreation upstream. “Who 

wants their child to get sick from one of those 

diseases people used to die from—just from playing 

in the water? Boy Scouts learn how to dig a hole the 

right way the first time they go out in the wild. It 

isn‟t difficult. But some people who visit the river 

aren‟t bothering. They aren‟t thinking about what 

might be floating downstream with the next rain.” 

“We can‟t chlorinate the whole river like we do 

our drinking water. We have to respect it—it‟s the 

same as respecting ourselves.”  

Baker believes that the people of Clifton can 

create an urban river parkway with safe water, year-

round recreation, renewable natural resources, and 

lots of visitors spending their dollars in Clifton. And 

he‟s ready to help make it happen. 
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Monsoon Safety in Arizona 

1. Watching an Arizona monsoon 

storm from the safety of your 

own home can be an awe-
inspiring experience, but if you're 

caught outdoors during one, here 

are some safety tips:  

2. If you see a sign that says "Do 

Not Cross When Flooded," take it 

seriously. If you are caught in a 
wash, try to climb out on the roof 

of your vehicle and wait for help. 

Use your cell phone, if available, 
to call 911.  

3. If you're driving when it's raining, 

slow down. Remember that the 
beginning of rain storms in the 

area are the most dangerous 
times since that's when oils and 

other automotive fluids are being 

washed off the roads causing 
unusually slick conditions.  

4. If your visibility is impeded by 

heavy rain or blowing dust, most 
people will reduce their speed, 

but keep driving straight. Don't 

change lanes unless absolutely 
necessary. Area drivers will often 

use their emergency blinkers 

(hazard lights) during the storm 
because blinking lights are easier 

to see. If you don't want to drive 

in the storm, slowly pull off to the 
side of the road as far to the right 

as possible, turn off your car, 

turn off your lights, and keep 

your foot off the brake pedal. 
Otherwise, drivers may come up 

quickly behind you assuming that 

you're still in motion.  
5. To avoid being struck by lightning 

stay away from open fields, high 

land, trees, poles, other tall 
objects, standing bodies of water 

including swimming pools, and 

metal objects including golf clubs 
and lawn chairs. 

Source: 
http://phoenix.about.com/cs/weather/a

/monsoon01_2.htm 
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Wednesday, August 11, 2010,  
7 p.m.  Augustôs meeting will be 
held at the Graham County 
General Services Building, 921 
Thatcher Blvd., Safford, AZ 
 
Wednesday, September 8, 2010,  
7 p.m.  Septemberôs meeting will 
be held at the Graham County 
General Services Building, 921 
Thatcher Blvd., Safford, AZ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our partners include: 

 
Arizona Department of Agriculture 
Arizona Department of 
    Environmental Quality 
Arizona Department of 
     Transportation 
Arizona Department of Water 
    Resources 
Arizona Game and Fish 
    Department 
Arizona Geological Survey 
Arizona State Land Department 
Bureau of Land Management 
City of Safford 
Town of Thatcher 
Town of Pima 
Town of Duncan 
Coronado RC&D 
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Gila Valley NRCD 
Discovery Park 
Farm Bureau 
Graham County 
Greenlee County 
Gila Valley Irrigation District 
Natural Resource Conservation 
    Service 
Phelps Dodge Mining Company 
University of Arizona 
   Cooperative Extension 
University of Arizona NEMO Project 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Forest Service ï Apache Sitgreaves 
and Coronado Forests 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
And many community members 

Get involved in your watershed 

For more information, contact Jan Holder at the Gila Watershed Partnership,  
711 S. 14th Avenue, 85546, 520-419-0374, email-watershedholder@yahoo.com 
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Final construction on the 

roadway òIf the wind will not serve, take to the oars.ó 
                                                                         - Latin Proverb 

 


