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THE PETERSON WASH  

STABILIZATION PROJECT 

Protection of the 
Peterson Wash 
Crossing is critical to 
the environment of 
the Gila Valley. 
 

In 2002, The Gila Watershed 

Partnership became aware of a 

serious issue in our community. 

The Peterson Wash Road crossing, 

which is the only access route to the 

landfill serving Graham County and 

the towns of Thatcher, Safford and 

Pima was seriously eroded. The 

erosion was contributing to the 

already considerable amount of 

sediment in the Gila River, and 

degrading the water quality. In 

addition, the road and the box 

culverts under the roadway needed 

to be improved and widened to 

accommodate the amount of traffic 

that the road now carried with the 

ever-increasing population. 

 

The Gila Watershed Partnership 

was concerned about the Peterson 

Wash. The Gila River is listed as 

impaired for sedimentation in this 

stretch of the river, and even partial 

destruction of this structure during 

a flood would have a major 

negative impact on the river and the 

surrounding community. In 

addition to the sediment that would 

be deposited into the river, and the 

watershed would experience 

widespread wildcat dumping due to 

lack of access to the landfill. 

 

For years, the county had repeatedly  repaired 

the concrete apron in the downstream side of 

the wash,  adding concrete to attempt to 

reduce the undercutting, but a  permanent 

repair was needed. The crossing needed to be  

widened, and the wash area permanently 

stabilized. 

 

To address the problem, the Partnership wrote 

a grant to the Arizona Department of 

Environmental Quality Water Quality 

Improvement Grant Department to stabilize the 

roadway, and reduce the erosion.   
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Undercutting downstream of the road crossing 

Students setting up photo points 

Undercutting downstream of the road crossing 

The grant included funding to reimburse 

Graham County for  the replacement of the 

box culverts, and installation of a drop 

structure to repair and control  the erosion 

downstream of the culvert crossing. Also 

included was  monitoring that  would allow us 

to  see how much less 

sediment would be generated. This 

would help the Gila Watershed Partnership  

and the Arizona Department of Environmental 

Quality judge how much less  sediment  would 

be deposited in the river. The monitoring 

would be conducted by Dave Henson, an 

instructor  with Eastern Arizona Community 

College. Mr. Henson and his  student 

volunteers constructed sediment 

traps to measure the  sediment  before and 

after the project's completion. 

 

  The grant was funded in 2003. 

   However, within a few months,   

  the long-awaited approvals for the 

   Phelps Dodge Dos Pobres Copper  

  Mine were obtained. This added  

  additional funding and  

  environmental concerns, as this  

  road crossing would be  utilized  

  for transport of chemicals to the  

  mine. Graham County would have 

   to apply  

  to the Arizona Department of  

  Transportation for supplemental  

  funding to address the increased  

  requirements for the roadway.  

  Unfortunately, the application for  

  these funds meant additional  

  permits and paperwork.  

 

The Gila Watershed Partnership applied 

for, and was granted numerous extensions 

Students setting up photo points 
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Dave Henson 

Watershed News                 June 2010 

The Project is Complete! 
 

Final construction on the roadway 

on the grant as the project proceeded. 

Thankfully, the Arizona Department of 

Environmental Quality granted the 

extensions, and the project proceeded until 

it's final completion in late May of 2010. 

The roadway is now wider and safer. 

There is an new, engineered apron that 

extends downstream to effectively keep 

the wash from eroding and protects the 

Gila River from the effects of 

sedimentation.   

 

The Gila Watershed Partnership and Dave 

Henson will continue the monitoring for 

another year. This is necessary, as water 

needs to be flowing down the wash to be 

able to monitor  the sediments traps.  

 

Our thanks goes out to the Arizona 

Department of Environmental Quality, 

who funded this project. Their patience 

with this project, and our many , many 

requests for changes and extensions are 

gratefully appreciated. 
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Wednesday, June 9, 2010,  
7 p.m.  June’s meeting will be 
held at the Graham County 
General Services Building, 921 
Thatcher Blvd., Safford, AZ 
 
Wednesday, July 14, 2010,  
7 p.m.  June’s meeting will be 
held at the Graham County 
General Services Building, 921 
Thatcher Blvd., Safford, AZ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our partners include: 

 
Arizona Department of Agriculture 
Arizona Department of 
    Environmental Quality 
Arizona Department of 
     Transportation 
Arizona Department of Water 
    Resources 
Arizona Game and Fish 
    Department 
Arizona Geological Survey 
Arizona State Land Department 
Bureau of Land Management 
City of Safford 
Town of Thatcher 
Town of Pima 
Town of Duncan 
Coronado RC&D 
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Gila Valley NRCD 
Discovery Park 
Farm Bureau 
Graham County 
Greenlee County 
Gila Valley Irrigation District 
Natural Resource Conservation 
    Service 
Phelps Dodge Mining Company 
University of Arizona 
   Cooperative Extension 
University of Arizona NEMO Project 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Forest Service – Apache Sitgreaves 
and Coronado Forests 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
And many community members 

Get involved in your watershed 

For more information, contact Jan Holder at the Gila Watershed Partnership,  
711 S. 14th Avenue, 85546, 520-419-0374, email-watershedholder@yahoo.com 
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Final construction on the 

roadway 

The more I want to get 
something done, the less 
I call it work. 
                -Richard Bach 

 


