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Join us for pizza and a tour of 
the leaky house! 

Please join us for a pizza dinner and a tour 

of our new leaky house. This amazing 

contraption was the brainchild of Bill 

Brandau with the Graham County 

Cooperative Extension office. The City of 

Safford generously provided the labor to 

construct the display.  

 

It will be used for our comprehensive 

Water Conservation Education program 

that was funded by the Bureau of 

Reclamation, the Arizona Water 

Protection Fund, and the Freeport-

McMoRan Mining Company. The leaky 

house demonstrates the many ways that we 

can be wasting water (and money) around 

the house, from water faucets, toilets, 

pipes and irrigation systems. It is built on a 

Bill Cook demonstrates the leaky house to some community members. 
 

trailer, and can travel to various events 

throughout Graham and Greenlee Counties.  
 
We will have the leaky house set up from 

5:30 to 7:00 before our next meeting, at the 

Graham County General Services Building. 

You are welcome to come at any time. 

Please contact Jan at 520-419-0374, or 

watershedholder@yahoo.com and let us 

know you are coming, so we can buy 

enough pizza and drinks for everyone. And 

let Jan know if you like any weird pizza 

flavors - like pineapple and anchovies. We 

will see you there! 

 



Page 2 of 4 

 

 

 

The Bonita Creek Settlement 
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Plaque at Bonita Creek commemorating the 
agreement. 
   

Bruce Ellis, Bureau of Reclamation, Sherry Barrett, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Bill Brandau, Bureau of Land 
Management, Ron Green, Mayor of the City of Safford, 
at the signing of the Bonita Creek Settlement. 

 

In 2001, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service concluded 
that the Central Arizona 
Project was negatively 
affecting certain  native fish 
including the endangered 
Gila topminnow, razorback 
sucker, spikedace, and  the 
threatened  loach minnow. 
 
 It was proposed that the 
U. S. Bureau of 
Reclamation construct a 
fish barrier, remove non-
native fish and  
reintroduce the native fish 
in Bonita Creek, on Bureau  
 

 

 

of Land Management property,  
as mitigation for the endangered fish. 
 The City of Safford was concerned 
about the effect of the fish barrier on their 
withdrawals of municipal water supplies, 
including operation, maintenance, and 
possible capacity upgrade of the water 
system. The City has used the stream as a 
source for their municipal water since 1939. 
 
In 2005, an agreement was reached by the 
Bureau of Land Management, the Bureau of 
Reclamation, the City of Safford, and the 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
At this month's meeting Jay Howe, the Gila 
Watershed Partnership's Chair and the 
Director of Public Works for the City of 
Safford will give a talk on the Bonita Creek 
settlement, and its impact on our 
community's  water, the native fish and the 
environment of Bonita Creek.  
 

Completed Fish Barrier at Bonita Creek 
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The E.coli Reduction on the San Francisco 
and Blue Rivers Project, which was funded by 
the Arizona Department of Environmental 
Quality, Water Quality Improvement Grant 
Department, is ready to start sampling soon  
 
Deborah Mendelsohn, the project coordinator, 
has been hard at work developing a sampling 
plan, pulling together important partners, and 
putting together a Watershed Improvment 
Council, or WIC. 
 
 The WIC will assist in sampling, and will guide 
the process, and recommend and prioritize 
projects to address the impairment. Dr. 
Suzanne Menges has been assisting us in the 
development of the WIC, bringing in folks from 
throughout the  targeted area of concern to 
ensure that we are including all critical 
stakeholders. 
 
Deborah Mendelsohn will be giving us an 
update on the project at our May 12 meeting. 
 

March WIC meeting at the home of Dr. Menges 
 

Volunteer Bill Cook prepares to descend 
into the Blue, early January. You have to 

be very fit to be able to get to some of our 
sampling areas. 

 

Update on the E.coli Reduction on the San 

Francisco and Blue Rivers Project  
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Wednesday, May 12, 2010,  
7 p.m.  Mayôs meeting will be held 
at the Graham County General 
Services Building, 921 Thatcher 
Blvd., Safford, AZ  
 
Wednesday, June 9, 2010,  
7 p.m.  Juneôs meeting will be 
held at the Graham County 
General Services Building, 921 
Thatcher Blvd., Safford, AZ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our partners include: 

 
Arizona Department of Agriculture 
Arizona Department of 
    Environmental Quality 
Arizona Department of 
     Transportation 
Arizona Department of Water 
    Resources 
Arizona Game and Fish 
    Department 
Arizona Geological Survey 
Arizona State Land Department 
Bureau of Land Management 
City of Safford 
Town of Thatcher 
Town of Pima 
Town of Duncan 
Coronado RC&D 
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Gila Valley NRCD 
Discovery Park 
Farm Bureau 
Graham County 
Greenlee County 
Gila Valley Irrigation District 
Natural Resource Conservation 
    Service 
Phelps Dodge Mining Company 
University of Arizona 
   Cooperative Extension 
University of Arizona NEMO Project 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Forest Service ï Apache Sitgreaves 
and Coronado Forests 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
And many community members 

Get involved in your watershed 

For more information, contact Jan Holder at the Gila Watershed Partnership,  
711 S. 14th Avenue, 85546, 520-419-0374, email-watershedholder@yahoo.com 
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Success is the sum 
of small efforts, 
repeated day in 

and day out. 
-Robert Collier 

 

 

 

GOT KIDS WITH TOO MUCH TIME 
ON THEIR HANDS? 

Looking for fun and interesting project to keep your kids 
(or maybe your newly-retired spouse) busy this summer? 
These websites are full of projects, crafts, recipes, and 
wacky things to do using things you can find around the 
house, or for very little money. My 11 and 15 year-old 
sons love these two sites.  
 

 

http://www.instructables.com/ 

 

http://readymade.com 


