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In 2002, The Gila 

Watershed Partnership 

became aware of a 

serious issue in our

community. The 

Peterson Wash Road 

crossing, which is the 

only access route to 

the landfill serving 

Graham County and 

the towns of Thatcher, 

Safford and Pima was 

seriously eroded.



The erosion was 

contributing to the 

already considerable 

amount of sediment in 

the Gila River, and 

degrading the water 

quality. In addition, the 

road and the box 

culverts under the 

roadway needed to be 

improved and widened 

to accommodate the 

amount of traffic  that 

the road now carried 

with the ever-

increasing population. 
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The Gila River is listed as 

impaired for sedimentation in 

this stretch of the river, and 

even partial destruction of 

this structure during a flood 

would have a major negative 

impact on the river and the 

surrounding community. In 

addition to the  sediment that 

would be deposited into the 

river, and the watershed 

would experience 

widespread wildcat dumping 

due to lack of access to the 

landfill. 
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For years, the county had repaired the concrete apron in the downstream 

side of the wash, adding concrete to attempt to reduce the undercutting, 

but a permanent repair was needed. The crossing needed to be widened, 

and the wash area permanently stabilized.
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